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Ahl-as-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah 


Those who adhere to the above are known as the Ahl-as- 
Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah. Many modern-day youths, upon hearing 
fancy titles, such as, Ahl-al-Hadith, become the victims of an 
inferiority complex. They begin to think, ‘Oh, they are the 
followers of Hadith whilst we aren't.’ Such thoughts, however, 
are based purely on ignorance. 

Alhamdulillah, we follow the Hadith more than anybody else, 
as can be understood from the title, ‘Ahl-as-Sunnah’, which is 
only an alternative of “Ahl-al-Hadith’. We have the honour of 
following the Ahadith of Rasulullah 3% in every aspect of Din. 
We, the Ahl-as-Sunnah, believe strongly that the path leading 
to Allah 35 can never be a path that diverges from the Sunnah 
of Rasulullah 33. 


Rasulullah 38 has laid great emphasis on following his Sunnah. 
He, for instance, said, 


eo 2o 0 


Pees ag al las 2) ool Ks 65; 


| have left amongst you two things, which if you hold fast 
to, you will never go astray; the Book of Allah and the 
Sunnah of His Prophet. (Mu’atta Imam Malik) 


The Hadith predicting the division of the Ummah (mentioned 
at the beginning) also explains the significance of Sunnah. And 
the statement of the Prophet 3% (the path on which | and my 
Sahabah are) is general in that it encompasses all aspects of 
Din. This, then, explains that in the Sight of Allah %, any 
ideology, way of life, or action that does not conform to the 
path shown by the Prophet #8 and the Sahabah *%, will be 
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invariably rejected, as such paths do not fulfil the criteria of 
being rightly guided and Divinely protected. Similarly, a path 
that digresses from the path of the Sahabah 4 will also fall 
outside the Sunnah category, as is indicated by the above 
Hadith. The Sahabah # were not a people who would ever do a 
thing that was at variance with the Sunnah. And how can that 
be expected of a people who were described by the Prophet =, 
as ‘guiding stars’. (Bayhaqi) 

This is the distinguishing sign of the Ahl-as-Sunnah wal- 
Jama‘ah, for they are the only people who accept the Sahabah # 
as sole authorities on Islam (after the Prophet 8) and cast 
aside any opinion, reason and logic that is in conflict with their 
collective interpretation and understanding. 


An Example: Twenty Raka'at Tarawih 


The example of twenty raka‘at tarawih can be cited here for 
the sake of explanation. ‘Umar Farag 4, during his period of 
khilafah, once gathered the Sahabah #, and ordered ‘Ubayy ibn 
Kab & to lead the tarawih salah in congregation. None from 


“amongst the Sahabah disagreed with this edict, rather, they, 


uzuupously and unquestioningly, joined the congregation. 


This, apparently, was something new which ‘Umar 4 had 
initiated, as tarawih with congregation was not a practice during 
the time of Rasulullah 48. Nevertheless, in view of the beliefs 
of the Ahl-as-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, this act of ‘Umar “ was 


~~ 


not at all against the Sunnah, rather it was in total agreement 
! with it. The unanimity of the Sahabah # in the acceptance of 
this initiative of ‘Umar 4, is a great evidence to this. If such 
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invariably rejected, as such paths do not fulfil the criteria of 
being rightly guided and Divinely protected. Similarly, a path 
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Imam, ‘Did ‘Umar receive any instruction from Rasilullah # 
regarding the twenty raka‘at tarawih?’ The great Imam replied, 
‘Umar was not someone who would innovate something (i.e. 
_ he must have had some evidence.)’ 


This was the position and honour Imam Abu Hanifah # 
____ gave ‘Umar ®, a Sahabi of the Prophet 38. As is evident from 
ee his reply, he did not disregard the opinion of ‘Umar “ only 
because he (imam Abu Hanifah) could not find any Hadith 

endorsing it. 
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in Hadith, tafsir, figh, etc., were not Arabs. Similarly, being 
an Arab does not necessarily mean that such a person would 
automatically understand the Qur’an and Hadith. In order to 
understand these sources of Shari‘ah, one has to study certain 
Sciences, irrespective of whether one is an Arab or a non-Arab. 
ff an Arab has not studied these sciences, he will not have the 
authority to interpret the Qur’an and Hadith, whereas if a non- 
Arab has studied these sciences, he will be in a position to do so. 
Many great scholars, the likes of Imam Abt Hanifah and Imam 
Bukhari %, were non-Arabs. A whole list can be compiled if 
| We were to enumerate the names of such scholars, but we will 
_ Suffice by mentioning only some of the scholars of the Indian 
sub-continent, as they are the ones usually targeted. 


Shaykh-al-Hadith, Shaykh Mawlana 
_ Muhammad Zakariyya @ 
Shaykh-al-Hadith, Shaykh Mawlana Muhammad Zakariyya 
@ lectured on Sahih-al-Bukhari for 41 years. His efforts in 
_ the field of Hadith are known to all. He is accepted as a great 
authority in the field of Hadith by the whole Islamic world. His 
works include “Lami‘-ad-Darari’ and ‘Kanz-al-Mutawari', two 
commentaries on Sahih-al-Bukhari, ‘Al-Kawkab Ad-Durri’, 
commentary on Jami-at-Tirmidhi, and ‘Awjaz-al-Masalik’, th 
commentary on Mu’atta Imam Malik #. These commentaries 
were applauded and recognised by all the well known ‘ulama 
from throughout the world and are used as reference books by 
both the Arab and the non-Arab ‘ulama. 
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Shabbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani * 

habbir Ahmad ‘Uthmani , another great 

1 sub-continent, is the author of ‘Fat‘h~al- 
entary on Sahih Muslim in Arabic, accepted 
/non-Arabs. The Shaykh, however, could not 
mentary due to his early demise. Fortunately, 
of the Indian sub-continent, Shaykh Mufti 
thmani hafizahullah, aptly and competently 


lana Muhammad Yisuf Binnori 
Muhammad Yusuf Binnori @ has authored 
an - a commentary on Jami‘-at-Tirmidhi 


lana Zafar Ahmad Thanwi @ 
Shaykh is the author of ‘I‘la-as-Sunan’, a 228 
k, which has been accepted throughout the world. 


A wana Khalil Ahmad Saharanpiri @ “4 
wlana Khalil Ahmad authored ‘Badhl-al-Majha ! 
es), which is a famous commentary of Sunan Abt 
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a Muslim even contemplate abandoning the Qur’an 
Such a person would no longer remain a Muslim. 
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lives in studying the Qur’an and Hadith and proved 
etency and capability in interpreting them. It was 
& Himself had chosen them for this noble work. 
e of Hadith, tafsir and figh is so vast that if they 
mitted themselves to studying these, we may have 
ab le to follow the Din in its entirety. There are many 
whi ich apparently contradict one another; how would 
a bipossible to understand and follow them? 
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; = seu each and muhaddithin. Pious scholars of the Gemah 
"unanimously accept him as a great fagih and mujtahid, and 
“until today quote his opinions in their books with great respect 


nbal #: “Subhanallah! In matters of 
e from dunya (worldly gains) and 
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ur ho are accepted as authorities in Hadith and fiqh 
1¢ whole Muslim Ummah. 


‘Uyaynah #: “I have not seen anyone like Abu 


it of all jurists. | haven't seen anyone as skilled as 
field of fiqh (jurisprudence).” 


wri @: “(Aba Hanifah) is. ; 
actace of the earth. 
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Waki‘ ibn Jarrah ®: “I haven't witnessed a fagih nor a person 
performing Salah as perfectly as Imam Abt Hanifah &.” 


Yahya ibn Ma‘in %: “Aba Hanifah was a very reliable 
narrator. I haven't heard any of the muhaddithin commenting 
negatively regarding his reliability.” 


Nadr ibn Shumayl *: “People were sleeping in the field of 
figh until Abu Hanifah came and woke them up.” 


Students of Imam Abt Hanifah @ 


Imam Muhammad and Imam Abt Yusuf %, are the most well 
known students of Imam Abu Hanifah “. These were the 
two scholars through whom the knowledge of the great Imam 
q spread throughout the world. Others include Imam Zufar “, 
Imam ‘Abdur Razzag #, ‘Abdullah ibn Mubarak #, Yahya 
“3 ibn Zakariyya #, Yahya ibn Sa‘id Qattan #, Imam Waki *, 

Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah #, Hafs ibn Ghiyath Nakha‘i al-Kufi “, 


‘ tu dents of the Great Imam's Students 


Imam Bukhari &: The most prominent figure in Hadith, 
Bukhari # is the student of Imam Zufar #, who is the 
nt of Imam Abi Hanifah #, and he is also the student of 
[mam Ahmad # and Yahya ibn Ma‘in ®, who are the students 
of the great Imam's students. 


1 Muslim #: This great muhaddith is the student of 
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liso the student of Yahya ibn Ma‘in ®, ‘Abdur Rahman 
fahdi #, Imam Ahmad ®, Ishaq ibn Rahwayh ®, Ibn 
)Shaybah #, who are all students of Imam Abu Hanifah's 


it 
IES, 


am Abu Dawud *: He is the student of Imam Zufar &, 
iS the student of Imam Abu Hanifah ®. Ibn Abi Shaybah 
the student of the Imam’s student, is also his teacher. 


gam Nasa’ *: He is the student of Ishaq ibn Rahwayh & 
ibn Abi Shaybah #8, who are both students of the great 
TT): im's students. 


nam ibn Majah *: He is the student of Ibn Abi Shaybah 
the student of the great Imam's student. 


fam Tirmidhi #: He is the student of Imam Bukhari &, 
1am M slim #8 and Imam Abt Dawtd #&, who are ej © 

tudents of the great Imam's students, or even further, 
i nts of his students’ students. 


He (Imam Shafi‘i #) had travelled to Baghdad and stayee 

f many months in the company of Imam Muhammad ®. 

I aments regarding Imam Muhammad were: 
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Waki‘ ibn Jarrah %: “I haven't witnessed a fagih nor a person 
performing Salah as perfectly as Imam Abu Hanifah #.” 
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also the student of Yahya ibn Ma‘in #, ‘Abdur Rahman 
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a ped # (a prominent student of Imam Abu poate h 
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The amount of knowledge, which he had acquired from 
Imam Muhammad #, according to his above statement, was 
not minimal, i.e., just a few Ahadith or so, rather, it was so 
much that if he were to put it down on paper, then the books 
would require a camel to carry the load. 

If there was any weakness in Imam Muhammad #, why 
would a faqih and muhaddith of the calibre of Imam Shafi‘i @ 
spend so much time in the company of the latter. Why did Imam 
Shafii % acknowledge the authority of Imam Muhammad @ 
even when he later became a prominent authority in figh and 
Hadith himself. Isn't this something worth reflecting over? 


Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal: Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal 
%, another great muhaddith and faqih, is the compiler of a 
collection of Hadith - ‘Musnad-Ahmad (Ibn Hambal)’ - (a 
widely accepted compilation that is regarded as an authentic 
reference book). He was the student of Imam Abu Yusuf «, 
who was the student of Imam Abu Hanifah %. Again, If 
there had been any deficiency in the knowledge of Imam Abu 
Yusuf , how could Imam Ahmad - an undisputed authority 
in Hadith — be expected to stay in his company and acquire 
knowledge? 

Yahya ibn Ma‘in, Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Abu Bakr ibn Abi 
Shaybah, “Ali ibn Madini and Darimi are all muhaddithin 
themselves and students of the great Imam's students. 
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Imam A bi Hanifah # - Muhaddith & His Work 


n A bu Hanifah *, as well as being a renowned fagih, 
a gre eat muhaddith too. He has a compilation on Hadith, 
a 5 “Musnad-al- Imam Abi Hanifah.’ This commen 
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in Hadith - be expected to stay in his company and acquire 
knowledge? 


Yahya ibn Ma‘in, Ishaq ibn Rahwayh, Aba Bakr ibn Abi 
Shaybah, “Ali ibn Madini and Darimi are all muhaddithin 
themselves and students of the great Imam's students. 
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Imam Aba Hanifah = - Muhaddith & His Work 


stude: i his narrating individually from the Imam. Imam 
Abu-al-M wayyid Al-Khwarzami * (D. 665 AH), undertook 


"is 


ma i: Hanifah = was a Petnaridith or not. Only Allah 
% would know the reason why such people harbour enmity . 
against the Imam. 2 


most a uthentic eae of Ahadith, namely, Sahih- ALB : 
hih Muslim, Sunan Aba Dawid, Jamtr -at-Tirmidhi St 
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Imam Abi Hanifah = - A Tabi'i 


Another important point worth mentioning here is that Imam 
Bukhari & Imam Muslim #, being the students of the students 
of Imam Abu Hanifah #, appeared much later. Imam Abu 
Hanifah was a tabi, who had seen the Companions of the 
Prophet #8. Moreover, amongst the well known leading fuqaha 
and muhaddithin, such as Imam Malik, Imam Shafi‘i, Imam 
Ahmad ibn Hambal, Imam Bukhari, Imam Muslim %&, only 
Imam Abt Hanifah enjoys this honour. 


It is indeed surprising to discover that somebody like Imam 
Abu Hanifah #, whois not only a leading scholar and muhaddith, 
but a genius in these fields, and the teacher of numerous 
renowned jurists as well as being one benefiting directly from 
the Sahabah #, could be referred to as incompetent in Hadith. 
In addition, how would it be possible for someone to deduce 
so many thousands of rulings of figh without the knowledge 


of Hadith? 


Imam Abi Hanifah * - The Greatest Fagih 


The extensive work carried out by the great Imam in the 
field of figh is recognised by all. All the fuqaha undisputedly 
consider him to be the leader in the field of figh. In the list of 
the fuqaha, the name of Imam Abt Hanifah # stands out as 
prominently as the moon among the stars. In comparison with 
the great Imam, every other faqih seems a child. There could 
be no better expression than what was said by Imam Shafi‘i 
regarding the great Imam. He said: 
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Ng ts of Ue LU 
; All the fugaha are children of Abt Hanifah in figh. 


Is this not ample testimony to the high status of Imam Abu 


eins *@ is the fact that all the great aeholare of the 
imah acknowledge the high status of Imam Abu Hanifah 


a nowledge of Hadith had been inadequate? And it is not that 
he se people were not observant of the Sunnah. They were the 
@§ most particular with regard to the Sunnah of the Prophet 


manr rer that was contrary to the Sunnah. a 
As for those who profess to follow Hadith directly, how can 
we even consider following them when they do not feel the need 


poely / on those accepted as authorities Dy the peal Umma gh 


Baier fuqaha and Imams, and raise criticisms against then a 
In spite of Imam Abu Hanifah's apparent status and eviden 
scho larship, they insist that he had limited knowledge a 
unde standing of Hadith, and, therefore, does not even des 
to be called an ‘alim, let alone a mujtahid and muhaddith. 
€ even consider listening to such disrespectful peo 
we listen to their arguments, when according to 
the Ummah, the followers of the four se inch 
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many thousands of eminent scholars, were all innovators ang 
therefore deviant. We thank Allah 3%, Who has blessed us 
with the tawfiq to be among those who follow the Sunnah of 
Rasulullah %, in the light of the teachings of the great Imans. 
as there can be no one more close to the Sunnah than them. 
for they rely solely on the luminaries of the ‘khayr-al-quriin’ 
(best of eras) for the interpretation of the Shar‘i sources, whilst 
others rely on their own understanding. 


Priorities Need to be Set 


It is highly regrettable to realise how these people can go 
around rousing disputes among the Muslim Ummah. The, 
should know that their baseless arguments do nothing but 
breed controversy and create more confusion amongst Muslims. 
especially the Western youths, many of whom can only b< 
described as being on the verge of Islam, There are so many 
other important issues affecting Muslim youths, which need 
to be tackled more urgently, e.g. drugs, etc. However, thes« 
important issues are left aside and irrelevant matters are put 
at the forefront of discussions. These people do not have any 
objective as far as the progress of Islam is concerned. If they 
did, they would not be engaged in discussing petty issues like 
these. Those people who have concern for the well being of the 
Ummah worry about the major issues that are affecting th 
Ummah. May Allah #% give us all the tawfig to practise His 


Din in accordance with His Wishes, and cause us all to unite 


on Haqq as an Ummah. Amin. 
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The children of Israel were divided in 72 
sects. My Ummah shall split into 73 sects, all 
of which, save one, will go to Jahannam. The 
Sahabah # asked, “Which group is that?” 

[he Prophet 3% replied, “(It is that group 
which follows) that (path) on which I and my 
Sahabah are.” (Tirmidhi) 


In these latter days, Muslim Youth with scant 
Islamic education are extremely vulnerable to 


corrupt influences. They are in great danger 


of not recognising the ‘authentic’ Islam 
— the Islam followed by Ahl-as-Sunnah wal- 
Jama‘ah. 


In this concise and beneficial book, the 
renowned Islamic scholar and spiritual 
mentor Shaykh-al-Hadith, Shaykh Mawlana 
Muhammad Saleem Dhorat ha fizahullah has 
defined in simple words how to recognise 

this group and who the learned scholars of 
this group are. The Shaykh has also dispelled 
some of the misconceptions spread about this 


group. 


